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My Chittur College Memories

Reminiscing what happened in my life about 58 years back
during my Pre Degree course in Government College, Chittur
naturally brings up a lot of mixed feelings...

| feel sad because | have lost connection with so many of my
friends who were close to me during those days; with whom
| thought friendship will continue through life. Now | realise
friendships are need based. You develop friendship at different
stages of life to fulfill your emotional insecurities of those days.
But then when we move on, these insecurities change and we
change our friends accordingly.

But sometime in your life, you look back and feel bad about
the friendships you have lost on your path of future. Where are
they now? What are they doing? Have they achieved what they
wanted in their lives?

| have gone through these questions several times. How | wish
to get in touch with my friends of yesteryears... Now | am well
known as one of the Best Cinematographers in the world but
these are the people who stood by me and supported me in
the uncertain stage of my life, when | did not know where it
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Madhu Ambat ISC

will lead. | wish to hear from them, | long to hear from them...
Since | am well known, they can find my contacts easily but
they may be hesitating, thinking that now that | am famous, wiill
not remember them. How far the truth can be... | request all
my friends of yesteryears to write to me. My mail id is ma@
madhuambat.com.

During my stay in the hostel during 2nd year of PDC, | had two
close friends from Coimbatore. One of them is Prabhu and the
second one’'s name | don't remember. We have done so much
of mischiefs together in the hostel like lighting firecrackers in
front of the warden's room at 12.30 in the night on the Vishu
day. There were many other friends who have been part of life
during those days. Like Chandrika (Indhuchoodan's - famous
Ornithologist - daughter), Samuel, Vikram, Raghunath (from
whom | heard about the Film and Television Institute of India for
the first time - he was the son of the Headmaster of Chittur
Government School - he applied for FTIl direction but didn't get
admission)

While | lost many friends, there are a few of them who have



kept in touch.

The first is Vipin Mohan, whose friendship started at the age
of 6, during my school days. He has been my soul mate, who
knows all my secrets; If there is one person who can blackmail
me, it is him. Our friendship has continued without break for
all these years. His daughter Manjima got married on 28th to
Gowtham Karthik (Actor Karthik's son) | was really glad that |
could attend the marriage and bless the couple.

The other two are Unnikrishnan and Premsagar. Unnikrishnan
was working in Palakkad Treasury. Now retired and living in
Chittur. Premsagar did a course on Hotel Management and was
manager for several hotels under KTDC. He retired from Mascot
Hotel Trivandrum. | cannot forget my cousin Santhan who was
with me through my college days. We formed the “Famous Five’
and were partners in many mischiefs... At this juncture, | cannot
forget my tuition master Palaniappan Master who started
teaching me from 8th standard and continued till my PDC. He
was a school master in Chittur Government school. He is one of
the three persons without whom | cannot have reached where
| stand now. In the quarterly exam of 8th standard, | got 1 mark
in Maths and 5 marks in English, so | was put under his tuition.
| still remember the first the question he asked me. “What is
so difficult about Maths? It is only 10 digits and 4 signs.” To my
child's mind, this was a revelation. From then onwards, Maths
looked so simple to me and | scored 100% in all my exams till
graduation. In English also | always scored above 90%. Such is
the power of a teacher. | have longed to know his whereabouts
and visit him if he is still alive.

You always lose something when you gain something. A
successful life consists of more gains than loses. You gain new
friends but lose many of your old ones. When you look back,
what hurts you most is the loss of your friends. | hurts you so
much that you sit alone and cry in your hearts, because you
have been taught that adults don't cry. | had written this poem
some time back:

The other day, walking on the road

| saw a man sit alone and brood

I noticed tears in his swollen eyes
And knew he was thoroughly broken.

In my soul | felt sad for his losses
“Oh good God, give him Happiness’
And walked away with folded hands
Wishing him the best of future.

Further away on the same road

| saw a man sit alone and laugh

| saw tears in his happy eyes too, he
Was laughing so wild that he cried.

‘I should be careful and don't go near
For surely, he is totally mad,” | thought.
And as | walked away from the mad man
There were a few questions in my mind:

Why do our hearts weep for the man
Who sits alone and cries his heart out?
Why do we think he is a mad man

Who sits alone and is happy by himself?

For we know sadness is the true feeling
Even when a man feigns happiness.

For we are all aware that happiness is

A mirage that vanishes when we get near.

Madhu Ampat

Born in Chittur in 1949, renowned cinematographer Madhu
Ampat is an alumnus of Chittur College. Madhu Ambat started
his career as a cinematographer for documentaries and has
worked as a cinematographer for more than two hundred and
fifty films. He has worked with eminent directors in Kerala.
Passed out from Pune Film Institute in 1973 with Gold Medal in
Cinematography. Received three national awards and many
other awards. Madhu Ampat currently resides in Chennai

with his family. He is the son of renowned magician Prof.
Bhagyanath. Ambat is also the grandson of Sivaramamenon.
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Department Programmes

Soft Skill Development Programme Gandhi Quiz (October 3, 2022)

Bipding,

R L SRR PR Y
R ———

Dr. Nalini Speaking
in an international
seminar on Invest in
our Planet

Dr. Elsi (Agricultural
University) speaking
in a seminar on
Bhoumasoochika

Dr. M.N. Parasuram



R.P. Amudhan Talk on
Documentary

B <3|
o] ita |z BT

Co-op. internship in association with office of the assi. registrar (General)

Online Lecture by Dr. Gin Jose, Professor and Chair, School of Process High mast light repaired and hand over to Vice Chairman
and Chemical Engineering, University of Leeds, UK Chittur Tattamangalam Muncipality
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